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RESEARCH DESIGN 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 41KE93 
KENDALL COUNTY, TEXAS 
By 
Wayne C. Young 




ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 41KE93 
Very l i t t l e  information is  a v a i l a b l e  regarding S i t e  41KE93. The s i t e  is 
located ad jacent  t o  F M  474, approximately 8.7 miles no r theas t  o f  Boerne, i n  
Kendall County, Texas. I t  is s i t u a t e d  on a  small  f i nge r  of  land some 100 
meters south of t h e  Guadalupe River a t  A m m a n s Crossing and i s  bordered t o  t h e  
west by Sebinas Creek. Two hea r th s  and a  s c a t t e r  of l i t h i c  d e b r i s  were 
observed on t h e  s u r f a c e  a t  t h e  t ime t h e  s i te  was recorded,  bu t  no temporal o r  
c u l t u r a l  i n d i c a t o r s  have, a s  y e t ,  been found. From sur face  i n d i c a t i o n s  wi th in  
the  p r o j e c t  right-of-way, t h e  po r t ion  of  t h e  s i t e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  present  
s tudy  is l imi ted  t o  an a rea  o f  about 100 by 50 f t .  ( t h e  l i m i t s  of  t h e  S D H P T
j u r i s d i c t i o n ) .  
Test ing ope ra t ions  w i l l  begin with a  thorough sur face  examination of  t h e  s i t e  
i n  o rder  t o  l o c a t e  any exposed concent ra t ions  o f  c u l t u r a l  ma te r i a l s .  The 
exposed hea r th s  w i l l  be exposed and documented with drawings and photographs. 
A  s e r i e s  o f  2 meter squares  w i l l  be excavated along t h e  right-of-way fence  from 
the  a rea  of t h e  h e a r t h s  toward t h e  r i v e r  i n  order  t o  determine t h e  depth of t h e  
cul ture- bearing d e p o s i t s  and t o  eva lua t e  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  zones. 
The goa l  o f  t h e  t e s t i n g  phase s h a l l  be  t o  eva lua te  t h e  s i t e  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  S t a t e  
Archeological Landmark s t a t u s  a s  wel l  a s  t o  d e l i n e a t e  t h e  temporal,  c u l t u r a l ,  
and s p a t i a l  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  s i t e .  
Areas with t h e  g r e a t e s t  s o i l  and c u l t u r a l  depths w i l l  be chosen f o r  more 
ex tens ive  excavat ion a s  t h e  components, i f  p r e sen t ,  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  be 
i so l a t ed  i n  deeper s o i l s .  Plans a r e  t o  expose l a r g e r  excavat ion a r e a s  i f  
t e s t i n g  r e s u l t s  w a r r a n t  more d e t a i l e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  These a r e a s  w i l l  be 
excavated  i n  4  meter  b l o c k s  q u a r t e r e d  i n t o  2 meter s q u a r e s  and dug i n  e i t h e r  5 
o r  10 c m  l e v e l s ,  depending upon t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t e s t i n g .  
A l l  hand- excavated m a t r i x  w i l l  b e  passed  t h r o u g h  0.25 i n .  hardware  c l o t h  i n  
o r d e r  t o  r e c o v e r  l i t h i c  and o r g a n i c  r emains  b y  s q u a r e  and l e v e l .  S o i l  s amples  
w i l l  be t a k e n  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  s p e c i a l  s t u d i e s  s u c h  a s  p o l l e n  a n a l y s i s  o r  s n a i l  
s t u d i e s .  
Research g o a l s  w i l l  c e n t e r  on a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a g e  and c u l t u r a l  
a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i te  a s  w e l l  as a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  s i t e  f u n c t i o n ,  w i t h  an 
emphasis  on  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s  t h r o u g h  time. H o p e f u l l y  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  c o n d i t i o n s  w i l l  f a v o r  t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  and a 
p a r t i a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  which m a t e r i a l s  were b e i n g  e x p l o i t e d  a t  t h e  s i t e  can  
be  o b t a i n e d .  The c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  s i te  and o f  Kendal l  County w i l l  a l s o  
be exp lo red  t h r o u g h  an a n a l y s i s  o f  m a t e r i a l  r ecovered  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  
